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Victims identified in triple murder-suicide near Colorado Springs

OLIVIA PRENTZEL olivia.prentzel@gazette.com  Feb 10, 2021 Updated Feb 11, 2021  

The El Paso County Sheriff's Office on Wednesday released the names of the three shooting victims killed by a man who then

turned the gun on himself last week at an apartment south of Colorado Springs.

Joseph Viera, 20 was killed, along with Pheonix Vigil, 19, and her 17-year-old brother, Sylvio Anglada, on Feb. 3 inside an

apartment along Loomis Avenue, according to the sheriff’s office.

Authorities identified the shooter as 19-year-old Tristan Griffin.

Deputies found the bodies of Vigil, Anglada and Griffin when they arrived at the Stratmoor Hills apartment shortly before 5

p.m. Viera, who suffered serious wounds, was taken to the hospital, where he died a day later, the Sheriff’s Office said.

The Sheriff’s Office said it is investigating the homicides as a domestic violence incident.

Vigil and Griffin had broken up recently after dating for a few years, said Amber Lanza, Vigil's and Anglada's aunt. 

Griffin's mother, Susanne Griffin, said her son had a troubled childhood, but that he loved to play football and was active in

his church. She said she raised him as a single mother, along with help from her family in Texas and Colorado Springs.

Griffin and her son moved from Texas to Colorado Springs when her son was in the seventh grade, she said. 

Lanza said the couple fought sometimes, but that he was never physical toward Vigil.

Viera was reportedly Anglada’s friend, who gave him a ride to Vigil’s apartment, according to Lanza.

The shooting is the deadliest mass killing in El Paso County and Colorado Springs since November 2015, when Robert Lewis

Dear Jr., 61, stormed the city's lone Planned Parenthood clinic and unleashed a semiautomatic rifle that killed three people,

including a campus police officer, and wounded nine more during a five-hour standoff.

The three deaths at the outset of 2021 continue a trend from the past year in which there was a high number of domestic

violence-related homicides in Colorado Springs.

COS Connect brings together volunteers and organizations in need and matches donations with the people who
need a little help right now.
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Pheonix Vigil and her younger brother, Sylvio Anglada, were fatally shot Wednesday night by Vigil’s ex-boyfriend, who then shot
himself inside a Stratmoor apartment, according to the siblings’ family. In this photo, Anglada and Vigil are pictured alongside their
mother and younger sister Meadow.
COURTESY OF SURINA LANZA

Tristan Griffin (Photo courtesy of Susanne Griffin)
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 Follow Olivia Prentzel

Of the 39 people killed in Colorado Springs last year, more than a quarter were victims of domestic violence, police said, up

from 17% in 2019 and 18% in 2018.

Reach Olivia at olivia.prentzel@gazette.com.

Twitter: @oliviaprentzel
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Southern Colorado man arrested after explosive device detonates

Colorado law enforcement hopes new images will help solve 19-year-old murder case

Colorado grocery store worker slapped after asking customer to wear mask, video shows

Parker police need help identifying a woman accused of slapping a King Soopers employee after being asked to wear a face mask. 
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